
 
 

 

Charity Anastasio is Practice and Ethics Counsel for the American 
Immigration Lawyers Association’s Practice & Professionalism Center. 
Charity had a law firm in Washington state for five years before she found 
her passion in helping lawyers better manage their firms and careers. She 
brings transformative energy and inspiration to AILA members on ethics 
and practice management issues by using one-on-one consultations, 
publications, presentations, and collaboration with AILA’s Ethics 
Committee, Lawyer Well-Being Committee, Tech and Innovation 
Committee, and Practice Management Interest Group. Charity is in 
leadership in the ABA Law Practice Division. She was named an ABA 2020 

Women in Legal Tech Honoree. 
 
 

Juan José (JJ) Amell is a dedicated trademark and business-based 
immigration lawyer. He founded the Amell Law Firm, PLLC, providing legal 
services throughout the United States from the Spring/Woodlands area of 
Texas. Specializing in protecting brands and intellectual property rights, JJ 
assists businesses, investors, professionals, and individuals in need of 
business visas.  He pursued international relations at American University 
and earned his law degree from St. Mary's University School of Law. 
 
 

 

 

Michele N. Carney is an attorney in Seattle Washington, with a focus on 
removal defense and ethics.  She is the Chair of the AILA Innovation 
Technology Committee and is also past chair/member of the AILA Ethics 
Committee.  Michele also is currently on the Legal Technology Task force, 
Committee for Professional Ethics, Adjunct Disciplinary Counsel and 
Character and Fitness Board and has been a past member of the Practice 
of Law Board for the Washington State Bar Association.   

 

 

 



James P. Chesser is the owner of Chesser & Associates, P.C. a boutique 
practice which for 30 years has focused on issues of global migration and 
international law related to entertainment, sports, and tech startups 
launched both in and outside the U.S. In addition to varied DHS and 
consular cases, he has assisted clients with strategic planning relative to 
international taxation and transfer pricing, IP management, risk 
assessment, and customs. He holds advanced degrees in Electrical 
Engineering and Physics as well as law and has patents pending in 
domain-specific AI and neural network technology. He is also co-founder 
of the AI startup initiative BorderBrain.com. James currently Chairs AILA’s 

AI in Immigration Law Online Course Committee and serves on the DOS Liaison, and Technology 
Innovation Committees. He is a past Chair of AILA’s Online Course Content Review Committee and a 
recipient of the 2023-24 President’s Commendation Award.     
 

 

Carolyn Elefant is a legal entrepreneur and the founder of the Law offices 
of Carolyn Elefant (LOCE).  She has distinguished herself as a formidable 
expert in renewable energy development, landowner rights and eminent 
domain. Her practice encompasses a broad spectrum, including energy 
regulatory work, litigation, jury trials, appeals and mediation.  
 
Carolyn is also at the forefront of technological innovation. She believes in 
harnessing technology to elevate the delivery of legal services and has 
been an advocate for the adoption of cloud computing, artificial 
intelligence, and other modern technologies in legal practice. Carolyn is a 

graduate of Cornell Law School and a former attorney-advisor at FERC. 

 
 

Michael A. Harris is a Florida Bar Board Certified Specialist in Immigration 
and Nationality Law based in Miami, Florida. He is the managing attorney 
at HARRISLAW, a law firm centered on business and investment-based 
immigration law. Most of his representation involves matters in the EB-5 
Program for individual investors, regional centers, and developers who 
have sought to raise EB-5 capital in a variety of industries in over a dozen 
states. He has been awarded an AV Preeminent Peer Rating from 
Martindale-Hubbell; a Top EB-5 Immigration Lawyer by EB5Investors 
Magazine; and listed in Best Lawyers and Chambers and Partners. Michael 
is a past Florida Bar vice-chair of the board certification committee on 

Immigration and Nationality Law and has served as a member of the executive committee and board of 
directors of AILA South Florida.  He is currently a member of AILA National’s Tech and Innovation 
committee and past member of AILA’s EB-5 committee. Michael received his Juris Doctor degree from 
Nova Southeastern University in Ft. Lauderdale in 2007. He earned his bachelor’s in political science and 
English from the University of Florida, and attended The George Washington University for two years in 
Washington, D.C.   
 
 

 

 



 

Priyanka Kulkarni is the Founder & CEO of Casium, an expedited 
immigration tech company that partners with legal experts, backed by the 
AI2 Incubator. Priyanka has over a decade of experience leading applied 
research teams at Microsoft Azure AI, MS Office, and Bing Ads. She was 
recently instrumental in growing Azure's Natural Language Generation, 
Processing, and Understanding service offerings in partnership with 
OpenAI. She brings a strong academic foundation to her work, holding a 
Master's degree in Computer Science from the University of Washington 
and a Master's in Applied Computational Mathematics from Johns 
Hopkins University. To give back, Priyanka is a mentor in the Big Brother 

Big Sister's MentorU program, dedicated to helping high school students recognize their greatest 
potential. 

 

Emily Maxim Lamm is an associate in the Washington, D.C. office of 
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher. Her practice is focused on artificial intelligence 
(AI), employment, and privacy matters. Emily has been recognized in 
Super Lawyers as a Washington DC “Rising Star” in 2024, the 2024 edition 
of Best Lawyers: Ones to Watch® in America for Labor and Employment 
Law – Management, and the 2024 Lawdragon 500 X – The Next 
Generation. She has also been appointed as a Member of the American 
Bar Association’s (ABA) AI Task Force for 2024-2025 and serves on the 
Advisory Council of the Vanderbilt AI Law Lab (VAILL). 

Leveraging her deep knowledge of rapidly evolving AI-related laws, 
regulations, and frameworks, Emily helps companies develop a strategic and practical approach to 
crafting and implementing AI policies, programs, and legal risk mitigation strategies. Emily has worked 
directly with a leading cloud service provider to develop an international compliance plan for cutting-
edge AI and machine-learning tools, including large language models. She has also advised AI developers 
and deployers across industries regarding compliance with federal, state, and international AI, 
employment, and data protection laws. Emily is a thought leader in this space, regularly speaking and 
writing on AI issues.  

 
 

Thomas G. Martin is CEO and Founder of LawDroid. He is a notable Legal 
AI Author, Speaker, and recognized as an ABA Legal Rebel and Fastcase 
50. As a practicing lawyer, Thomas experienced the challenges of a time-
constrained profession, leading him to establish LawDroid to help lawyers 
increase productivity and automate routine tasks. Since 2020, he has co-
founded American Legal Technology, a grassroots organization aiming to 
transform the legal industry through innovation and technology, fostering 
a more just society. Holding the role of CEO/President at Foresight Legal 
Group, P.C. since 2006, Thomas has driven the firm's use of technology to 
provide affordable, high-quality legal services. Additionally, he is an active 

member of the Technology Innovation Committee at ARAG Legal and an advisor for the ATJ Tech Fellows 
Program, furthering his commitment to legal innovation and accessibility. 

 



Eric Martínez is the Dickerson Fellow & Instructor in Law at the University 
of Chicago Law School. He holds a PhD in Cognitive Science from MIT and 
JD from Harvard Law School. Eric’s research investigates the intersection 
of law, language, cognition, and AI, including how humans and machines 
understand and interpret law, and the implications of these findings for 
legal doctrine and policy. Eric’s work has been published in Georgetown 
Law Journal and the Journal of Experimental Psychology. He has received 
numerous awards, including the APA Editor’s Choice Award and the Ig 
Nobel Prize in Literature, for his work explaining what makes legal 
documents so challenging to comprehend. In addition to his academic 

pursuits, Eric is a licensed attorney in Massachusetts and is fluent in English and Spanish. 
 
 
 
 

Julie C. Pearl is the President of the Pearl-Colman Foundation and a 
former Deputy Attorney General in California. Julie founded her award-
winning firm in 1995, along with Alan Nelson, the former head of the U.S. 
Immigration and Naturalization Service under Presidents Reagan and Bush 
Sr. Within three years, she developed ImmigrationTracker®, the 
immigration management system now used by over 70% of top 
immigration law firms who buy case management software (according to 
IndUS Business Journal and American Lawyer Media). Julie won a Cisco 
Systems Growing with Technology Award (Customer Service Category) 
and was profiled in the book The Moral Advantage, Getting Ahead in 

Business by Doing the Right Thing (Stanford University Project on Good Works) for applying the “Golden 
Rule” to her clients’ needs. 

She has authored several legal publications, including chapters and articles on U.S. and global 
immigration topics and corporate compliance.  She also contributed to Inside the Minds: Leading 
Executives on Creating a Leadership Plan, Evaluating Risks, and Managing Cyclical Growth. She is 
admitted to practice before the Supreme Court of California, all Federal courts and the United States 
Court of International Trade. A founding member of the Alliance of Business Immigration Lawyers (ABIL) 
and former Vice Chair of the American Bar Association’s Immigration Subcommittee. Julie earned her BA 
at Stanford University, MPA from Harvard University, and JD from the University of California, Hastings 
Law School. 
 
 
 

Catherine Sanders Reach is Director for the Center for Practice 
Management at the North Carolina Bar Association, providing practice 
technology and management assistance to lawyers and legal 
professionals. Formerly she was Director, Law Practice Management and 
Technology for the Chicago Bar Association and the Director at the 
American Bar Association’s Legal Technology Resource Center. Prior to 
her work at the NCBA, CBA and ABA she worked in library and 
information science environments for several years, working at Ross and 
Hardies as a librarian. She received a master's degree in library and 
information studies from the University of Alabama, Tuscaloosa in 1997. 

 
 



Elina Magaly Santana is an immigration attorney at Santana Rodriguez 
Law, a firm based in Miami, FL with clients nationwide.  She focuses her 
immigration practice on removal defense, waivers, family and marriage-
based residency, and asylum.  Elina is a past chapter chair of AILA South 
Florida. She also serves on AILA national’s USCIS Case Assistance 
Committee, Annual Conference Planning Committee, and the newly 
formed AI Online Course Planning Committee.  Elina is a Board Member 
for Capital Good Fund, one of the administrators of the wildly popular 
“Nerdy Immigration Lawyers" Facebook group and manages 20+ 
immigration specific NIL WhatsApp mentoring groups containing 

thousands of attorneys nationwide. Elina frequently speaks at conferences on substantive areas of 
immigration law and teaches trial skills at several events nationwide. Elina earned her JD from Boston 
University (BU) School of Law and her BA in both Sociology and Spanish Literature at New York 
University (NYU) with high honors.  She is a fluent Spanish speaker and was raised in Miami, FL by a 
proud Cuban American immigrant family. 
 
 
 

Gregory (Greg) Howard Siskind is an immigration lawyer and a legal 
technology company founder. He started Siskind Susser, his immigration 
law firm, in 1994, and Visalaw Ventures, his software and book publishing 
company, in 2015. He is a former AILA Board of Governors member and 
the current Vice Chair of the International Bar Association’s Immigration 
and Nationality Law Committee. Greg is the author of seven books, 
including the 4000-page AILA "Cookbook". He launched the inaugural 
immigration law website in 1994, followed by the first law blog in 1998. 
His foray into AI began in 2015, culminating in the launch of Gen with AILA 
in January 2024. His contributions have earned him AILA’s Advocacy 

Award and its inaugural Technology Award as well as the ABA’s James E. Keane Award for e-Lawyering. 
He’s also a co-founder of IMMpact Litigation, specializing in mass immigration litigation. 
 
 
 

Reid F. Trautz is Senior Director of the AILA Practice & Professionalism 
Center, where he advises lawyers how to improve their businesses and 
innovate the delivery of legal services to their clients.  He is a nationally 
recognized advisor, author and presenter on practice issues, including 
launching a law practice, business process innovation, law practice 
technology, and legal ethics.  

He is a past chair of ABA TECHSHOW, the legal profession’s premier 
technology conference, and has been a member of that faculty for more 
than 14 years. Today he serves as Co-Chair of the ABA Law Practice 
Division Futures Initiative and co-authors the Future Proofing column for 

the ABA’s Law Practice magazine.  He also currently serves as co-chair of the Virginia Bar Technology and 
Future of Practicing Law Committee.  

Reid is an elected Fellow of the College of Law Practice Management. In 2012 he was honored in the 
sophomore class of the Fastcase 50, recognizing innovators in legal technology. He is also a member of 
the Association of Professional Responsibility Lawyers. 
 
 



 

Tina Zedginidze is an immigration attorney and the co-founder and COO 
of CaseBlink, a venture-backed company providing AI-powered solutions 
to streamline writing-intensive immigration cases. Prior to CaseBlink, she 
practiced immigration law in the San Francisco Bay Area, specializing in 
business immigration law. She represented a variety of clientele from 
startups to medium and Fortune 500 corporations in various industries. 
Tina earned her JD from the University of Minnesota, where she also 
completed her undergraduate studies with a focus in Psychology and 
Mass Communication. She is passionate about immigration law and the 
use of innovative technology to improve legal practice and client 

representation.  

 

 

Monica Zent is an experienced entrepreneur, investor, business strategist, 
legal industry innovator, and trusted advisor to the world’s largest brands. 
Monica is also a successful inventor who holds various patents. She is the 
founder & CEO of ZentLaw, a leading alternative legal services provider in 
the United States that formed ZentLaw Labs to drive the development and 
adoption of innovative legal technologies in the marketplace. She is the 
founder of LawDesk360, an AIpowered workflow collaboration technology 
for legal departments and firms. Prior to that she founded Foxwordy, a 
popular social networking platform for the legal industry.  
 

A prominent thought leader and public speaker, Monica regularly writes for various publications on 
topics spanning from entrepreneurship and leadership to futurism and emerging technology. Her 
articles appear in publications including Bloomberg BNA, Reuters, Inside Counsel, Entrepreneur, Inc., 
Legal Technology News, VentureBeat, and Huffington Post. Monica has spoken before various audiences 
within and outside the legal industry, from venture capital-sponsored demo days to LegalTech events 
and various legal industry conferences, including South by Southwest, the International Bar Association, 
the Legal Marketing Association and more. 

 
 
 


