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It takes a village. I would not have made it through the tortuous process that result-
ed in this book -- learning from trial and error, reading books, consulting with business 
owners and attorneys, writing, editing, and writing again -- without the contributions 
of many people.

Below is a collection of people who have helped in so many ways. For your inspi-
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and support you gave me. To my dear sister and brother, for your constant support and 
love. To my dad, for being one of the first entrepreneurs that I learned from, and to my 
mom, who taught me to be different, to think outside the box, and to have compassion 
for everyone, especially for those who are in the most need. To my grandparents, who 
were hardworking and entrepreneurial examples, and my aunts, uncles, and cousins 
who have always been so supportive. 

To my assistant, Gracie, who came into my life at the right time, the year I was 
writing a book, to help me in this challenging endeavor and pushed me through the 
deadlines and helped make this happen. We have so many inside jokes and a deep un-
derstanding of each other’s processes, I have told her we have to work on another book 
together later. To my host families in Belgium for believing in me. To Rotary, which 
opened up so many opportunities to me. To all those super mentors who gave me that 
extra push of encouragement, provided an ear to listen and brainstorm, and the contin-
ued dedication to our relationships. To Reid Trautz for his endless mentorship -- the gift 
of your guidance is in large part what inspired me to write a book that helps our new 
generation of lawyers and their practices. 

To my office staff, thank you for listening to my updates during our office meetings, 
for letting me crowdsource ideas, for helping with research, and accommodating my 
crazy schedule, but more importantly for providing me with incredible support and 
continuing to ensure that each and every one of my clients receives the impeccable 
service that each deserves.  

My thanks go out to Danielle Polen, Sarah Redzic, and Richard Link, my publish-
ers and editors at AILA, who believed in me, encouraged me, and supervised the edit-
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of Marketing & Business Development, for her artistic talents and creative marketing, 
as well as the staff at AILA National.
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To my friends -- my fellow businesswomen from my Women Business Owners 
Group, my fellow attorneys on listservs and forums, my fellow business owners from 
Goldman Sachs 10,000 Small Businesses, and other colleagues from Leadership Hous-
ton and American Leadership Forum -- thank you all of your insight and support.

Ruby L. Powers
August 2019


